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From the 
Principal’s Desk… 

It’s hard to believe that we are approaching the holiday season and the end 
of 2018.  The school year seems to be flying by way too fast!  As the year 
winds down, it is time to reflect on all of the amazing things we’ve 
accomplished so far this school year.  I am very grateful for our students who 
surround us with laughter, curiosity, and love for learning, and for the caring 
and dedicated staff at JES who work tirelessly to make every day the best for 
students and families.  A huge thank you also goes out to our JES families who 
allow us to share time with your children and entrust us with your most 
precious gifts.   
 
I hope you have a wonderful holiday season and take time to cherish all of 
the lasting memories you and your children will create over the winter break 
and through the New Year. 
 
Warm Wishes! 

Mrs. Barnett 

 

 

Winter Arrival & Dismissal for Pick-Up Families 

Since we are now in the colder months of the year, we understand there 
may be more families dropping students off in the morning that may cause 
more of a back up of vehicles.  Please make sure to give quick goodbyes to 
keep the flow of traffic moving and have your child exit the car along the 
sidewalk.  If the temperature or wind chill is below zero degrees, students 
picked up after school in the South lot will wait in the Multi-Purpose Room with 
staff until their family vehicle pulls up to the front of the line. JES staff will radio 
to the supervisors inside to send students out to meet their family at the 
vehicle.  This will cause some delays in the pick-up process, but we want to 
keep children safe and out of the cold weather.   
 
It’s also important for you to pull all the way up to the preschool fence and 
also close up any gaps in between vehicles so we can ensure traffic does not 
get backed up on to Aberdeen.  Please refrain from being on your cell 
phone during drop off and pick up.  The safety of students is of the utmost 
importance and when drivers are on their phones, they cannot focus on 
driving and looking out for children. We appreciate your adherence and 
understanding of these guidelines!  

W I N T E R  2 0 1 8 - 1 9  V O L . 2  O F  4  
   

November 
* Veteran’s Day Program 
    * Nov. 12th 9:00AM 
* Early Release Day 
    * Nov. 21st  
* No School-Thanksgiving Break 
    * Nov. 22nd-23rd  
* JES After School Program 
    * Nov. 27th-mid April                  
(3rd & 4th grades-by invitation only) 
* Peaceful Bus Event 
    * Nov. 28th  

December 
*  Jordan Dazzle Parade 
    * Saturday, Dec. 1st 6:00pm 
*  Holiday Concert: 1st & 2nd Grade 
    * December 6th @JHS Gym 
       * 1st Grade- 5:00pm 
       * 2nd Grade- 6:30 pm 
*  Lions Breakfast with Santa 
    * December 9th, St. John’s Church 
Basement 8:30-12:30  
*  African Drumming Performance 
    * Dec. 14th 
*  No School, Winter Break 
    * Dec. 24th-Jan.2nd   

Limited Office Hours: 26th-28th   
January 

*  School Resumes 
    * Jan. 3rd 
*  Paraprofessional Week 
    *  Jan. 7th-11th  
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Keeping track of hats, gloves, boots, and even 
coats can be challenging for students. Please 
write your child’s name in their outdoor clothing. 
 
There are several “Lost and Found” areas and 
tables in the Multi-Purpose hallway area just 
outside the small gym, as well as in the K/1 
hallway for students to search when they need to 
find a missing item.  
 
The Lost and Found areas have many items in 
them already, so please take a look when you are 
in the school and claim your lost items.   At the 
end of each quarter, we will notify you about 
checking the Lost and Found one last time.  
Afterwards, we will pack up the items and donate 
them to a local agency. 
 

School Closings 
   During the winter months, the possibility exists for storms that would require a 
delayed opening or emergency closing of the regular school day. If we have a 
two-hour delay, school will begin at 10:10 am.  Students should arrive no earlier than 
9:45 am and will need to have breakfast at home.  

   For information on emergency school closings or delayed starts tune into WCCO radio 
(830 am) & TV (channel 4), KARE 11 TV (channel 11), KSTP-TV (channel 5), KMSP/FOX TV 
(channel 9). The announcement would indicate that Jordan Public Schools are closed or 
starting late. Officials attempt to make this decision as early as possible in the morning. 
The message will also run on the school district website and be sent to you through 
School Messenger via your phone listed in our school Infinite Campus system. Be sure the 
school has a current phone number in order for you to receive this service. 
   In rare instances, we may need to dismiss students early. If the need should arise, 
please be sure you have a family plan to cover this situation so children are not left 
unattended. Sharing this plan with your children is important and will alleviate their fears 
if JES does close early. 

Now that the cold weather is here, dressing your 
child appropriately for the weather is important. 
Please be aware of the cold temperatures your 
child will face. Waiting at the school bus stop or 
walking to school can be very cold for students.  
Please dress your children appropriately for the 
outside weather.  
 
Students will be going outside daily for recess 
unless the temperature or wind chill is zero 
degrees or below. A warm coat, hat, gloves or 
mittens, scarf, and boots, along with snow pants 
when there is snow on the ground, allows your 
child to have a fun filled recess time while keeping 
warm and dry. If you are in need of any cold 
weather apparel, or would like to donate any 
items, please contact Mrs. Barnett or Ms. 
Nefstead. 

Winter Wear Lost & Found 



 

 

JES NEWSLETTER WINTER 2018-19 

3 

❄ ‘Tis The Season… ❄ 
November Conferences are complete. Thanks for stopping by for a visit.  As the months grow colder, it is the 
perfect time to curl up and read some great stories or play some exciting math games! Some of our favorites 
include:  
 
Reading Ideas 
ABCya- Here you will find different activities and stories sorted by grade level. 
There are great games to practice ABC’s, spelling, sight words, and so much 
more! www.abcya.com 
 
Unite for Literacy- Here you will find tons of early reader books that students can 
read and/or listen to. There are many great fiction and nonfiction stories.  
uniteforliteracy.com 
 
National Geographic Kids- Here you will find amazing nonfiction stories, articles, 
and vivid colorful pictures. There are also fun polls, interesting facts, and creative 
activities/projects. kids.nationalgeographic.com 
 
Ticket to Read:  As students complete tasks in the areas of foundational skills, fluency, vocabulary, and 
comprehension, they earn points that can be used to decorate their personal clubhouse or stock their toy 
store.  www.tickettoread.com 
 
Raz-Kids: Online guided reading program with interactive ebooks, downloadable books, and reading 
quizzes.  www.raz-kids.com  
 
Math Ideas 
www.prodigy.com  With a diagnostic test to place students in the correct grade, embedded assessments, 
and automatic differentiation, Prodigy ensures that each one of your students succeed at their own pace. 
 
www.ixl.com  IXL offers personalized practice recommendations for each student, based on what the student 
has been practicing. Select your grade level to explore math and language arts topics you can practice. 
 
http://www.mathplayground.com  With the slogan “Play with numbers and give your brain a workout”, Math 
Playground offers an extensive range of math learning aids, ranging from simple logic games to math 
manipulations and even math word problems if you plan to introduce your child to numerical ones little by 
little. 
  
www.khanacademy.org  Khan Academy is a non-profit educational organization created in 2006 by 
educator Salman Khan with the aim of providing a "free, world-class education for anyone, anywhere". The 
organization produces short lectures in the form of YouTube videos. 
 
http://www.sheppardsoftware.com  Practicing math facts on Sheppard’s software will be exciting for your 
child. This website has fun and memorable games created with sound and visual effects. Games have many 
levels so that players will continue to be challenged no matter how far they progress. 
  
 
Happy Holidays! 
Mrs. Aukes, Mrs. Johns & Mrs. Gregoria 
Mrs. Milawski, Mrs. Pettinelli & Mrs. Thompson 
 

Title/MTSS Reading and Math 
JES Classroom Connections 
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Family Tips for the Holidays 

 
While the holiday season can be an exciting and magical time for 
elementary age children, the changes in routine that come with 
family gatherings and holiday parties can also cause negative 
behaviors to increase.  In an effort to keep your holidays as merry 
and bright as possible try to help your child maintain a consistent 
bedtime.  With all the holiday movies to watch and cookie baking 
to be done I know it is tempting to have your kids stay up a little 
later to join in the fun.  While an occasional delayed bedtime can 

be a special treat, when bedtimes regularly get pushed back your child ends up starting 
the day with a sleep deficit.  None of us are at our best when we are tired.  When kids 
wake up tired tasks such as getting dressed, eating breakfast and getting out the door 
can become a battle.  When students arrive at school sleepy they find it more difficult to 
concentrate and are more irritable with their teachers and classmates; this irritability may 
result in more “just stop and think” slips going home with your child this time of year.  Lack 
of sleep can also suppress the immune system. Getting a good night of sleep is a 
preventative measure we can all take to stay healthy and recover from illness more 
quickly. 
 
The food we eat can also play a vital role in health and behavior.  As soon as our kids 
work through their Halloween candy they find before them pumpkin and apple pies to be 
consumed for Thanksgiving.  After the last of the leftovers are cleared from the fridge, we 
begin baking cookies.  All of these sweet treats can leave little brains and bodies tired 
and moody.  To help mitigate the multitude of treats they will be consuming, make sure 
their meals are comprised of veggies, protein and whole grains.  These foods will stabilize 
blood sugars and help combat some of the moodiness that accompanies the treats we 
will all be consuming in larger than average amounts over the next month.   
 
The third and final tip for reducing negative behaviors during the holiday season is to 
prepare your kids for any changes to their normal routines.  While taking an unplanned 
family shopping trip may sound like a wonderful opportunity for bonding, it could turn into 
a world class melt down if your child had planned in his or her mind to spend the day 
playing Legos or doing craft projects.  You can head some of the tantrums off at the pass 
if you review the evening/weekend schedule with them ahead of time.  If at all possible, 
try to carve out some “down time” not only for your children, but for you as well.  In the 
hustle and bustle of the season that unscheduled time will allow you to see the magic of 
the season through the eyes of your child.  Happy Holidays! 
 
 

Supporting Students at Home 



 

 

JES NEWSLETTER WINTER 2018-19 

5 

 
 

Let’s fight the flu together! 
Your decision to get the flu shot or not goes well beyond you.  It also affects all those 
around you. Influenza is a contagious disease of the respiratory tract (nose, throat, and 
lungs) that can lead to serious complications, including pneumonia and the worsening of 
other chronic health conditions. Flu symptoms may include the following…fever, 
headache, extreme tiredness, dry cough, sore throat, runny or stuffy nose, and muscle 
aches.  The best way to protect your family from new influenza strains is to get vaccinated 
each year. 
 
 The top five virus-contaminated areas in the home are: 

1.     Phones  (have you cleaned your cell 
phone lately?) 

2.     Appliances such as the refrigerator 
and microwave 

3.     Sink faucets 
4.     Door handles and light switches  
5.     Remotes 
 

Follow good health guidelines by eating right, exercising, and getting plenty of rest to help 
boost your immunity to fight the effects of colds and flu. Wash hands frequently, do the 
elbow cough, and disinfect hot spots at school, work, and home.  
 
December School Nurse Notes:  

1. Screenings: Vision and hearing screenings have been conducted at JES for 1st and 
3rd grade. A note was sent home for students that had difficulty with the vision or 
hearing screening. Please let us know if your child was seen by the eye or ear doctor 
and the results of the exam. Because vision can affect learning, it is important that 
students who need glasses wear them while in school. If you need assistance in 
finding an eye doctor or financial assistance for glasses please let us know. 

 
2. Clothing: If your child has outgrown sweatpants or other comfortable clothing, 

please consider sending them to the school. Extra clothes come in handy for when 
students fall in a puddle at recess, have an accident, or spill water or milk on 
themselves at lunch. 

 
Enjoy a healthy, holiday season! 

 
 

JES Health and Wellness 
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District and Community Support 
 



 

 

 

Family Support and Volunteer Opportunities 
November was an incredible month for the JES PTO.  We had an amazing fundraiser 
turnout for the 2018 Read-A-Thon with families raising almost $14,000 for JES!  The kids, 
their families and friends did a fabulous job supporting the Read-A-Thon and we thank 
each and every one of you for the support.  We also raised approximately $6000 from 
the Jordan Craft Show and Boutique.  We couldn’t have done these wonderful events 
without all this community’s support so THANK YOU! 
 
November and December will be spent planning upcoming events for the PTO, including 
our spring Family Fun Day.  Look for more information on our JESPTO Facebook page for 
more information on upcoming events: JES PTO Facebook Link 
 
As you shop this holiday season, don’t forgot to shop AmazonSmile (offers same items as 
Amazon) and choose Jordan Elementary PTO as your donation recipient, and a portion 
of your purchase will be donated to the PTO. 
 
Our upcoming meetings are on Tuesday, Nov. 13th and Tuesday, December 4th at 7pm in 
the JES library.  We would LOVE to have you join our group!   You can email us at 
jespto717@gmail.com with questions or you can also find us on Facebook! 

 

Want to donate more back to our school? 
AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way for you to support your favorite charitable 
organization every time you shop, at no cost to you. When you shop at AmazonSmile, 
you’ll find the exact same low prices, vast selection and convenient shopping 
experience as Amazon.com, with the added bonus that Amazon will donate a portion of 
the purchase price to your favorite charitable organization. You can choose from nearly 
one million organizations to support.  Jordan Elementary PTO is one of the organizations 
to choose from!  To make it your charitable organization, visit AmazonSmile 
(smile.amazon.com), create an account, or go to “My Account”, scroll down to 
“Choose Charitable Organization”, and search for Jordan Elementary PTO.  We will 
remember your selection, and then every eligible purchase you make 
at smile.amazon.com will result in a donation back to JES! 
 
 
 

         @JES_717

JES Office Hours: M- F 7:00 am – 4:00 pm 

School Hours: 8:10 am - 2:50 pm 
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